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A FRIENDLY TAX ENVIRONMENT AND GOVERNMENT SUPPORT IS HELPING BROADEN

THE ECONOMIC BASE IN MAURITIUS. PHOTO©PATRICK MAVROS

...for us Mauritius was
the Switzerland of

Africa
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Manufacturing: Made in
Mauritius
By Jana Marais in Port Louis

No  longer  satisfied  with  merely  canning  tuna  and  spinning  yarn,

entrepreneurs are producing highend goods ranging from watch parts

to complex medical devices.

As  the  textile  industry moved  up  the  value  chain,  the Mauritian manufacturing

sector has recorded significant growth in output of highvalueadded products.

Exports  of  jewellery  and  related

goods increased by an annualised

rate  of  nearly  12%  between

2008  and  2013,  according  to

MCB Group data.

Shipments  of  manufactured  goods,  excluding  agroproducts,  textiles  and

garments, were up 36% from 2009 to Rs8.3bn ($270m) in 2013.

Luxury jewellery brand Patrick Mavros, with a home base in Zimbabwe, established

a workshop and design studio in Mauritius in 2006 after considering a number of

countries in the region.

Forbes Mavros, who  is  in  charge  of  the  brand's Mauritian  operations,  explains:

"We've  decided  to  come  here  because  it  is  a  userfriendly  environment  for

investors.  Particularly  coming  from  Zimbabwe,  where  we  were  going  through

significant economic turmoil at the time with hyperinflation, for us Mauritius was

the Switzerland of Africa."
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The country already had some skilled labour in the jewellery sector thanks to its

history as a diamond polishing centre, and the Mavros family knew the country as

a holiday destination.

"It  is  quite  dynamic  and  flexible  enough  to  operate  a  global  luxury  brand. We

never  came  here  for  tax  reasons.  There  are  some  sensible  policies  in  place  to

encourage  investment,  and  the  political  and  economic  environment  is  relatively

stable," Mavros explains.

It also helps that the company can import a lot of its raw materials duty free and

hire craftsmen from Zimbabwe.

"We don't design everyday wedding bands, so we require highly skilled craftsmen

we've trained ourselves. It's relatively easy to get work permits if you follow the

process and ensure skills  transfer  takes place  to a  local  craftsman," Mavros  tells

The Africa Report.

In  addition  to  jewellery manufacturing  and  diamond  polishing,  producers  have

found  competitive  niches  in  areas  such  as medical  devices,  highend  tools  and

watch  parts  for  international  brands.  Natec  Medical  established  operations  in

Mauritius in 2000 after also considering Mexico, India and China.

"The  country  offers  a  lot  of  opportunities  for  entrepreneurs,"  says  Miroslav

Secerov, vicepresident of marketing and sales at Natec. Low taxes, a stable and

businessfriendly environment, and its geographic location near fastgrowing India

counted in its favour, says Secerov.

However,  challenges  remain.  Lack  of  access  to  sufficiently  skilled  labour,  limited

research  and  development,  and  infrastructure  gaps  are  some  of  the  factors

contributing to the cost of production.

"Getting the right skills can be a bit more complicated. It is easier to get people in

textiles,  information technology and banking. But people are educated, and it  is

not  difficult  to  train  them  to  follow  processes  and  systems  and  so  on.  The

challenge is when you're looking at creating or designing new products," argues

Secerov.

State support

The government is trying to address such problems and launched a $3.4m fund

this year to finance research and innovation. All Mauritian companies are eligible to

apply for a grant of up to $170,000 per project.

Mauritius has also made much progress in protecting intellectual property, patents

and brands, which  is crucial  for companies  investing  in research and  innovation,

Secerov says.

Other support measures that are in place include an investment tax credit scheme

for hightech manufacturing.

The LEMS Forex programme also provides interest rate relief, government funding

for export promotion and a fasttrack system for work permits for export oriented

enterprises.

Nonetheless, connectivity remains a challenge for exporters.

This  year,  Mauritius  will  invest  Rs3.2bn  to  improve  the  port  at  Port  Louis  by

deepening the navigation channel, extending the quay and upgrading the multi

purpose terminal. ●

 

Tags:
Investments Manufacturing Mauritius

Prev
Finance: Building a Banking
hub for Africa

 
Next

Mauritius: Bruisers, Bankers and
Business leaders

VIDEOS

More videos

THE AFRICA CEO FORUM
2017  Presentation

AUDIO

Interview of Morgan
Tsvangirai, prime minister

Be the first of your friends to like
this

The Africa R…
326k likes

Like Page

0 comments

http://www.theafricareport.com/investments.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/manufacturing.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Mauritius.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Country-Focus/finance-building-a-banking-hub-for-africa.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Country-Focus/mauritius-bruisers-bankers-and-business-leaders.html
http://adserver.adtech.de/?adlink/1304/3908161/0/2029/AdId=8936038;BnId=8;itime=249592503;
http://www.theafricareport.com/play/87the-africa-ceo-forum-2017-presentation.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/latest.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/play/87the-africa-ceo-forum-2017-presentation.html
http://theafricareport.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5170851&Itemid=174
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
https://www.facebook.com/moses.ayom
https://www.facebook.com/peter.bitali.520
https://www.facebook.com/ajin.eldho.9
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100012992074156
https://www.facebook.com/theafricareport/
https://www.facebook.com/theafricareport/
https://www.facebook.com/theafricareport/
http://livefyre.com/


15/08/2016 Manufacturing: Made in Mauritius | Country Focus

http://www.theafricareport.com/CountryFocus/manufacturingmadeinmauritius.html 3/4

Top

VIDEOS

Frontline: Innovative Africa

Green revolution: Harnessing earth,…

The fightback against HIV/AIDS

FRONTLINE

Ukraine: Shifting borders for
African mi…

Insurance: Rising African inco…

Can Angola's elite transform i…

Climate Change: China and US l…

Funding: Mind the gap

POLITICS

Pharmaceuticals: Pills for the
Ethiopian…

Health: New malaria threats ca…

Health: Pfizer partners with S…

HEALTH

Mauritius: Taxhaven twilight

Wildlife and food security as …

Aviation: African budget carri…

DRC's rebel stalemate

Energy: Zambia shortlists bidd…

BUSINESS

Food: There's more to life than
jollof rice

VIP service: More than meets t…

Film & Cinema: Tunisians defy …

SOCIETY

A sporting chance at the
Olympics

Mauritania's time to right a w…

The making of the Orlando mass…

A good coat, because winters a…

Fearmongers in the frame

COLUMNISTS

Film & Cinema: Tunisians defy
censorship…

TV & Cinema: Pushing out beyon…

Animation: Drawn in Africa

MUSIC & FILM

 We also recommend

Ghana: Social media blackout on election day debate deepens | West Africa

Congo state miner says to increase copper output 40 pct this year

South Africa: Eskom workers continue strike despite court order

Agriculture: Beetles threaten Ugandan coffee crop

Teach Africa: voluntary service for diaspora graduates

Recommended by

Show More Articles From This Author

Newest | Oldest | Top Comments

Sign in or Post as Guest 1 person listening

 

 
+ Follow Share Post comment as...

http://www.zinio.com/www/browse/product.jsp?offer=500367315&productId=500613913&pss=1&bd=1&WT.mc_id=PUB_WWW_www_500613913_publisher276114&rf=PUB_WWW_www_500613913
http://www.laboutiquejeuneafrique.com/category.php?id_category=10
http://www.theafricareport.com/play/86improving-the-lives-of-african-communities-coffee-in-ethiopia.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/play/72portrait-of-a-nation-ghana.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/play/66nigeria-analysis-by-patrick-smith-the-africa-reportflv.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/play/22interview-du-president-de-djibouti-avec-jeune-afrique.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/play/21jeune-afrique-iphone-mobile-application.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/play/20extrait-de-linterview-de-charles-ble-goude-accorde-a-jeune-afrique.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/play/19zacle-jtlf-jeune-afrique-50-congolais.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/play/18congo-information.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/play/16beac-philibert-andzembe-sur-les-revelations-de-jeune-afrique-amtv-afrique.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/play/15dans-la-tete-de-laurent-gbagbo-par-jeune-afriquemp4.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/play/12rawlings-calls-for-more-political-representation-in-africa.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/play/9thomas-sankara-the-upright-man.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/frontline-innovative-africa.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/frontline-innovative-africa.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/green-revolution-harnessing-earth-wind-and-fire.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/the-fightback-against-hivaids.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/ukraine-shifting-borders-for-african-migrants.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/ukraine-shifting-borders-for-african-migrants.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/News-Analysis/insurance-rising-african-incomes-entice-big-players.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/News-Analysis/can-angolas-elite-transform-itself.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/china-and-us-link-efforts-to-cut-emissions.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/funding-mind-the-gap.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/East-Horn-Africa/pharmaceuticals-pills-for-the-ethiopian-populace.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/East-Horn-Africa/pharmaceuticals-pills-for-the-ethiopian-populace.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/East-Horn-Africa/health-new-malaria-threats-call-for-extra-vigilance.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Health/health-pfizer-partners-with-south-africa-to-produce-pneumococcal-vaccine.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Country-Focus/mauritius-tax-haven-twilight.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Country-Focus/mauritius-tax-haven-twilight.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/East-Horn-Africa/wildlife-and-food-security-as-drones-keep-watch.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Executives/aviation-african-budget-carrier-fastjet-picks-new-ceo-from-rival-mango-airlines.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/East-Horn-Africa/drcs-rebel-stalemate.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Southern-Africa/energy-zambia-shortlists-bidders-to-build-solar-plants.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Society-and-Culture/food-theres-more-to-life-than-jollof-rice.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Society-and-Culture/food-theres-more-to-life-than-jollof-rice.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Society-and-Culture/vip-service-more-than-meets-the-eye.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/film-a-cinema-tunisians-defy-censorship-and-win-awards.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Columns/a-sporting-chance-at-the-olympics.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/mauritanias-time-to-right-a-wrong.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Columns/the-making-of-the-orlando-massacre.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Columns/a-good-coat-because-winters-are-cold.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/fearmongers-in-the-frame.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/film-a-cinema-tunisians-defy-censorship-and-win-awards.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/film-a-cinema-tunisians-defy-censorship-and-win-awards.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/tv-a-cinema-pushing-out-beyond-the-comfort-zone.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/East-Horn-Africa/animation-drawn-in-africa.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/West-Africa/ghana-social-media-blackout-on-election-day-debate-deepens.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Reuters-Feed/Congo-state-miner-says-to-increase-copper-output-40-pct-this-year.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Southern-Africa/south-africa-eskom-workers-continue-strike-despite-court-order.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/East-Horn-Africa/agriculture-beetles-threaten-ugandan-coffee-crop.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Society-and-Culture/teach-africa-voluntary-service-for-diaspora-graduates.html
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en


15/08/2016 Manufacturing: Made in Mauritius | Country Focus

http://www.theafricareport.com/CountryFocus/manufacturingmadeinmauritius.html 4/4

Big leaps from the platform: mobile…

Partnerships give chances to more s…

South Sudanese turn to roots
and leaves

Old Mutual to invest in Nigeri…

DRC economy: The giant awakens

Ghana: Social media blackout o…

Libyan forces clash with IS in…

NEWS

Ghana: Patients abandon gov't …

The challenges of finding a va…

Ghana mulls Nigerian poultry b…

Cashing in on the beautiful
game of Foot…

Football: Ghana improves on FI…

Oscar Pistorius is found guilt…

Nigeria, Arsenal: Cruel to opt…

FIFA's Joseph 'Sepp' Blatter u…

SPORTS

TV & Cinema: Pushing out beyon…

Art beyond the gallery walls

The Social Network war in
Africa is on

African film industry's new le…

Nigeria: esurveillance bill u…

Mobile money craze hits Zimbab…

Computers: A brain's friend or…

Ghana, Burkina Faso and Togo g…

TECHNOLOGY

Music: Behind the scenes with …

Film review: Thina Sobabili

My Journey Back to the Future
of African…

Building institutional capacit…

Liberia: Africa's unknown tax …

Empiricism: The first step tow…

Ghana: To memory, not rubbish

SOAPBOX

ABOUT US

Who we are

Subscribe

Advertise

Contact

Columnists

SERVICES

Digital edition

Podcasts

Newsletter

The Africa Report TV

RSS

USEFUL

Events

Press releases

Partners

Useful websites

NEWSLETTERS

Keep up to date with the latest from our
network :

CONNECT WITH US

Copyright © 2016 The Africa Report. All Rights Reserved. Designed by the team.

http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/big-leaps-from-the-platform-mobile-money-and-ushahidi.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/partnerships-give-chances-to-more-students.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/East-Horn-Africa/south-sudanese-turn-to-roots-and-leaves.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/East-Horn-Africa/south-sudanese-turn-to-roots-and-leaves.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/West-Africa/old-mutual-to-invest-in-nigerian-real-estate-agriculture.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Central-Africa/drc-economy-the-giant-awakens.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/West-Africa/ghana-social-media-blackout-on-election-day-debate-deepens.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/libyan-forces-clash-with-is-in-sirte.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/West-Africa/ghana-patients-abandon-govt-hospitals-as-doctors-strike-deepens.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/West-Africa/the-challenges-of-finding-a-vaccine-for-ebola.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/West-Africa/ghana-mulls-nigerian-poultry-ban.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/cashing-in-on-the-beautiful-game-of-football.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/cashing-in-on-the-beautiful-game-of-football.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/West-Africa/ghana-improves-on-fifa-ranking.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Southern-Africa/oscar-pistorius-is-found-guilty-of-murder.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Columns/nigeria-arsenal-cruel-to-optimists.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/East-Horn-Africa/fifas-joseph-sepp-blatter-under-the-spotlight.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/tv-a-cinema-pushing-out-beyond-the-comfort-zone.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Society-and-Culture/art-beyond-the-gallery-walls.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/the-social-network-war-in-africa-is-on.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/North-Africa/the-social-network-war-in-africa-is-on.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/News-Analysis/african-film-industrys-new-lease-of-life-in-distribution.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/West-Africa/nigeria-e-surveillance-bill-underway-to-up-security-watch.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Technology/mobile-money-craze-hits-zimbabwe.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Technology/computers-a-brains-friend-or-foe.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/West-Africa/ghana-burkina-faso-and-togo-get-fibre-optic-connectivity.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Society-and-Culture/music-behind-the-scenes-with-aar-maanta.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Music-Film/film-review-thina-sobabili.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/East-Horn-Africa/my-journey-back-to-the-future-of-african-farming-olusegun-obasanjo.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/East-Horn-Africa/my-journey-back-to-the-future-of-african-farming-olusegun-obasanjo.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/East-Horn-Africa/building-institutional-capacity-is-the-key-to-an-african-success-story.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/West-Africa/liberia-africas-unknown-tax-haven-with-much-to-lose.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Columns/empiricism-the-first-step-towards-imperialism.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Soapbox/ghana-to-memory-not-rubbish.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Society-and-Culture/who-we-are.html
http://www.laboutiquejeuneafrique.com/category.php?id_category=10&id_lang=1
http://www.theafricareport.com/Society-and-Culture/advertising.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/contact-us.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/columnists/
http://www.zinio.com/www/browse/product.jsp?offer=500367315&productId=500613913&pss=1&bd=1&WT.mc_id=PUB_WWW_www_500613913_publisher276114&rf=PUB_WWW_www_500613913
http://eepurl.com/6N-a9
http://www.theafricareport.com/videoflow.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/index.php/component/option,com_ijoomla_rss/act,xml/full,yes/
http://www.theafricareport.com/Society-and-Culture/events.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Press-Release/
http://www.theafricareport.com/
http://www.theafricareport.com/Society-and-Culture/useful-links.html
http://eepurl.com/6N-a9
http://www.theafricareport.com/Our-RSS-feed/xml/full.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Africa-Report/10750083165
http://twitter.com/#!/theafricareport

